DHF PASTOR RECOGNIZED IN NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
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PITTSFIELD PASTOR

By DEBORAH GERTZ HUSAR

Herald-Whig Staff Writer

PITTSFIELD, Ill. 8 The choir at First Christian Church probably gets tired of hearing it, but the

philosophy is key to Rev. Michael Ten Eyck. il 6 ve al ways f el t mosonmectwitls a meai
people on alevel deepert han mere words or me&Erye kmelaadly, dilTemr p all
thewor ship team and chaeier ftohant, we domdtster. Thtdeodtsha di f
ministry that matters. The performance provides the vehicle. That distinction, or contradiction if

you will, helps define the man who has pastored the Pittsfield church for the past three years. He

di dnét | ove oper a.aysaewithithe Obia lnght @pena Company. He studied and

performed in Italy, saw the works of Michelangelo and traveled in Europe but never felt at home

until he got to Pittsfield. He heard beautiful music sung by skilled performers, yet the best song

heds ever heard caménpébiredimdivadudl simging aworshipsong. ATo t he ear
outside, there was no melody, but he was absolutely ministeringwi t h al | his heart, o Te
AThat moved me beAkwnmddhe¢ eddirdndt choos &odtcallebhém t preach.t or .
Contradictions asi de,pemdn&trivingus find @odreverynday, be pleasing and be

fulfiled inHispur pose for my | i f elike mareyroth& \people,sTan Byck wrestled with

the purpose for his life. With a father who loved to sing and a sister who majored in musical

theater, Ten Eyck had an early introductiont o t he arts. @Al doncéd thikgnforva i f it w
little kid to be aroadief or a gospel guart et singingevhen d wak realflittle,odedg a n

some solos at church, began to train my v o i ¢ &ven while performing, he felt a call to ministry,

so he would try to do both 8 study music and hold Bible studies on campus at lllinois Wesleyan

University, local theater and lay preaching 8 before siding with music and performing opera in the

Ohio repertory theater. il started i n one dibigevhaleicalled opara cama andi c e
swallowed me for a season, spit me out and | ended up in Pike ©eenmore. Il 6ve ne
happy in my |ifie,bateasadbpgport unmastersinmpefa, but lshad moymore

passion for it. | saw so many individuals hurting, who had real problems. | wanted to focus on

things that makeadi f f erence in |ife, n chte jsuas td . e mitTehret an onfodlestr tf ,ud t
was the ability to bring music into church on another | ev el dlo nhea dhred Settled. i his

wi f e Reni t ab swith theirethreexchildren 8 Eli, 8, Lainey, 6 and Ellianna, 3 8 he still

performs on Sunday mornings, in church fundraiser concerts and most recentlyi n A Mud, Myst i cs
and Molasses: Lincoln & Dougl as Come t o Qu ilongtymedriewd and inspimatibnykKen

Bradbury and presented by the Quincy Lincoln Bicentennial Commission. il t was a | ot of f u
s ai d. musio hals never been a strong point, but | was happy to help out. | love the entire

Lincoln | or e oren Bydkipkysahegianodand guitar. He writes songs, but says his wife

is the more gifted songwriter. He always has four or five projects in the wings, waiting for more

ti me or i nspi rthe mmament nybiggedtgroject is to continue to minister to the people

here,t o take the church #TemnEycksadnéd¥X¥b bEeeebopmebody coimnect w
more beautiful than a Michelangelo or a wonderful aria. To see it click theyr eal i ze t heydre Go
children, thatHehas a purpose for thetmhi ng,bsa af wofnidlelrifrud t hi ng. 0
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