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DHF PASTOR RECOGNIZED IN NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
 
The following article appeared in the Quincy Herald-Whig, Quincy, Illinois 

 

óWe donôt 

perform, we 

ministerô 
Reverend says itôs the ministry 

that matters; performance 

offers a vehicle 
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PITTSFIELD PASTOR 

By DEBORAH GERTZ HUSAR 

Herald-Whig Staff Writer 

 

PITTSFIELD, Ill. ð The choir at First Christian Church probably gets tired of hearing it, but the 

philosophy is key to Rev. Michael Ten Eyck.  ñIôve always felt music was a means to connect with 

people on a level deeper than mere words or mere melody,ò Ten Eyck said. ñI harp all the time to 

the worship team and choir that we donôt perform, we minister. Thereôs a difference.ò  Itôs the 

ministry that matters. The performance provides the vehicle.  That distinction, or contradiction if 

you will, helps define the man who has pastored the Pittsfield church for the past three years.  He 

didnôt love opera, yet he sang for a year with the Ohio Light Opera Company.  He studied and 

performed in Italy, saw the works of Michelangelo and traveled in Europe but never felt at home 

until he got to Pittsfield.  He heard beautiful music sung by skilled performers, yet the best song 

heôs ever heard came from a hearing impaired individual singing a worship song. ñTo the ear 

outside, there was no melody, but he was absolutely ministering with all his heart,ò Ten Eyck said.  

ñThat moved me beyond tears.ò  And he didnôt choose to be a pastor.  God called him to preach.  

Contradictions aside, ñIôm just a normal person striving to find God every day, be pleasing and be 

fulfilled in His purpose for my life,ò Ten Eyck said.  Like many other people, Ten Eyck wrestled with 

the purpose for his life.  With a father who loved to sing and a sister who majored in musical 

theater, Ten Eyck had an early introduction to the arts. ñI donôt know if it was a cool thing for a 

little kid to be a roadie for a gospel quartet,ò he said. ñI began singing when I was real little, did 

some solos at church, began to train my voice.ò  Even while performing, he felt a call to ministry, 

so he would try to do both ð study music and hold Bible studies on campus at Illinois Wesleyan 

University, local theater and lay preaching ð before siding with music and performing opera in the 

Ohio repertory theater.  ñI started in one direction, and a nice big whale called opera came and 

swallowed me for a season, spit me out and I ended up in Pike County. Iôve never been more 

happy in my life,ò he said.  ñI had an opportunity to finish my masters in opera, but I had no more 

passion for it. I saw so many individuals hurting, who had real problems. I wanted to focus on 

things that make a difference in life, not just entertainment,ò he said. ñThe wonderful thing I found 

was the ability to bring music into church on another level I hadnôt done before.ò  Settled in his 

wife Renitaôs hometown with their three children ð Eli, 8, Lainey, 6 and Ellianna, 3 ð he still 

performs on Sunday mornings, in church fundraiser concerts and most recently in ñMud, Mystics 

and Molasses: Lincoln & Douglas Come to Quincy,ò written by long-time friend and inspiration Ken 

Bradbury and presented by the Quincy Lincoln Bicentennial Commission.  ñIt was a lot of fun,ò he 

said. ñFolk music has never been a strong point, but I was happy to help out. I love the entire 

Lincoln lore of this area.ò  Ten Eyck plays the piano and guitar.  He writes songs, but says his wife 

is the more gifted songwriter. He always has four or five projects in the wings, waiting for more 

time or inspiration, but ñat the moment my biggest project is to continue to minister to the people 

here, to take the church to the next level,ò Ten Eyck said.  ñTo see somebody connect with God is 

more beautiful than a Michelangelo or a wonderful aria. To see it click they realize theyôre Godôs 

children, that He has a purpose for them, itôs a wonderful thing, a fulfilling thing.ò 
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