
A NOTE FROM DOUG 
 

 

As I write this, Congress is struggling to determine the best response to the sub-prime mortgage 

meltdown in the nation’s capital markets.  I tend to have an opinion on everything, but I must 

confess I don’t know what they should do.   

 

I do know that Christians need to keep focused on their faith during difficult times.  A couple of 

days ago I was paying bills at home.  My first check after every deposit is my tithe.  Something 

inside me squirmed a bit as I prepared to write my usual amount on the check.  Things are so 

uncertain.  Should I put in the full amount?  Should I hold back a bit “just in case?”   

 

After a moment, I came to myself.  I tithe as an act of trust in God, an act of acknowledging that 

all I have is a gift and a trust from God.  Neither the subprime meltdown nor the state of the 

Dow-Jones Industrial Average changes any of that.  I wrote the check for the full amount. 

 

We are people of faith.  God is still in control.  Whatever the markets are doing by the time this 

reaches you, God will still be in control.  Jesus will still be Lord.   

 

In the areas that matter, nothing has changed.  We need to take a deep 

breath, remember where our security lies, and move forward in confident 

faith. 

 

--Doug 

 

HELP US LAUNCH FIRST VIDEO SERIES! 
 

We are ready to move forward with digital ministry as soon as our video studio is completed.   

 

We have plans on the drawing board for two important first steps which will begin production as 

soon as the studio is ready. 

 

The first video series will be a twelve-part series on ñChurch 

Growth Principlesò.  The fifteen-minute presentations will be aimed 

at Sunday School  

classes or other small group gatherings.  Along with the presentation, 

there will be a discussion guide to help the group apply the principles 

to their particular church.   

 

The first webcast will be an ñe-magazineò especially for pastors.  The format will be 

conversational, and will address issues of ministry and current events.   

 

Both of these will go into production as soon as the Ministry Center video 

studio is completed.  Your gifts to the Ministry Center project will speed 

the availability of these resources and the others that will follow. 

 

Church Growth Principles 



 

 

 

HELP US GET IN THE MINISTRY CENTER 
 

Progress on the DHF Ministry Center project slowed for the summer, but it did not stop.  During 

a slow time, a final interior wall was framed, some electrical work was done and a patch of 

obnoxious floor tile was taken out.   

 

Since that work was done, other work is progressing on several fronts.   

 

Our electrician has caught up all he can do until the interior walls are drywalled.  A volunteer 

crew hung the insulation for the new interior walls.  A contractor 

has hung the drywall and is in the process of “mudding and taping” 

as this is written.  Once that is done, it will be time for a volunteer 

painting day.  Numerous smaller tasks remain.  Next major actions 

include hanging the ceiling grid, 

installing flooring and adding some 

ductwork to the heating and air 

conditioning system.  When these 

large projects and the smaller tasks are completed, we will be able 

to move into the new space.   

 

We have a $40,000 mortgage on the building, and an open line of 

credit for an additional $20,000 on the mortgage.  At this point, we would have to tap the entire 

line of credit to complete the building work, not including the video studio.  All giving to the 

building fund in the next several months will help us avoid using the line of credit and 

incurring further debt on the project. 

 

Once we complete the offices and move into the Ministry Center, our attention will then shift to 

the video studio.   As we noted in the last letter, we have been able to purchase the camera and 

switching equipment we need.  Next the studio will need lighting, 

cabling, audio equipment, a 3- or 4-screen monitor package, set 

design and a computerized non-linear editing system to become fully 

operational.  If we try to get these things new, the cost will be $30-

40,000.  If we can use e-Bay effectively, we will be able to bring the 

cost down significantly.   

 

We are praying for a major donor who would help us complete the 

studio so we can get video production in process by the first of the year.  

 

We have come a long way toward the dream for the DHF Ministry Center.  We are within a 

couple of months of moving into the building.  We pray that extra giving from our supporters 

will allow us to move without adding to the mortgage.  Our ability to begin video production will 

depend on either finding a major donor to get us over the hump or else a more extended time in 

which we put the studio together a piece at a time as special giving allows. 


