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From the Pastor’s Study 

By Tom Fowler 

“And He said to them, „Beware, and be on your guard against every 

form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life 
consist of his possessions.‟”   ~   Luke 12:15   

 

As I read these words, spoken by our Savior nearly two thousand years ago, 
two thoughts come immediately to my mind.  The first is how little people 

change.  In Jesusô day, and for thousands of years before and since, the 
accumulation of possessions has been one of the primary motivators for 

most of the human race.  Some people find security in their possessions, so 
when they review their saving and investment accounts, or look at their 

homes and all the material goods that they have accumulated, they feel 
safe.   But we can never have enough money or possessions to make us 

truly happy, or to satisfy our greed.  No matter how much we may possess, 
the answer to the question: ñHow much is enough?ò is always: ñJust a little 

more.ò  Proverbs 27:20 says: “Death and Destruction are never 
satisfied, nor are the eyes of man ever satisfied.” 

 
The second thought that springs immediately from the consideration of 

Jesusô words, is how easily we ignore the clear teachings of the Word of God, 

and how quickly we justify our own actions.  Over and over again, Scripture 
tells us that the things that are important are the things of the spirit, and we 

read those words and say: ñYesò and ñAmen ñ  But do the words we read 
truly affect the ways in which we live?  If we are honest with ourselves, most 

of us have to answer: ñNo.ò  We still pursue material goods and seek 
financial security.  Even in the face of an impending economic downturn, we 

somehow believe that there is security to be found in sizable bank accounts 
and large investment portfolios.  A few who read these words will remember 

the Great Depression.  They can tell you just how quickly financial ñsecurityò 
can disappear.  Yet, even they often take comfort in the figures that appear 

on the statements of their accounts. 
 

This month I would like each of you to consider what is most important in 
your life.  Now, before you get all sanctimonious, and begin telling yourself 

about how many years youôve been a member of the church, and about the  
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Sunday School classes youôve taught and all the work youôve done for the 
Lord, I challenge you to think about the evidence of your life today.  What 

you may have done in the past is significant, but not as significant as what 
you are doing now.  Your history tells who you were , but your life today 

shows who you are .  And consider this: itôs good to be an active member of 
your church, but if that is your only basis for calling yourself a Christian ï if 

that is the reason you believe you will get into Heaven ï STOP! ï and think 
about the other things you pursue.  How do you spend your money?  How do 

you spend your time?  What governs the decisions you make in life?  If we 
take this to its deepest level, we must ask ourselves these two questions: 

What do you most desire, and in what or whom do you put your trust?  If 
you can truthfully answer: God, to both of these  questions, your life is well 

founded.  But be careful not to answer too quickly.  Consider the evidence  of 

your life, and then answer.  If God said to you today, as He said to Abraham 
so long ago: ñI want you to leave it all behind ï your home, your family, 

your friends, and all your possessions that you canôt carry with you ï and go 
to a place that I will show you,ò would you go?  If not, why not?  What would 

hold you back?  If anything would stop you, that is what stands between you 
and God. 

Now, before you beat yourself up too badly, or refuse to even consider these 
questions, letôs stop and consider these things in their proper context.  God 

has put us on this earth, and given us many things to enjoy.  They are gifts 
from His hands, and He intends for us to take pleasure in them.  He loves us 

and wants our lives here on earth to be as pleasant as possible.  So receive 
what He has given to you with a thankful heart.  And give Him thanks and 

praise and glory before all of His creation because of His love and mercy and 
compassion, and also because of all the material gifts He has given.  God 

calls a few people to give up everything, but not many, and probably not 

you.  You see, the question is not what you have, but how tightly you hold 
on to what you have.  One line from the old Hymn Take My Life and Let It 

Be, says this: ñTake my silver and my gold.  Not a mite would I withhold.ò  
Can you say or sing those words honestly, knowing that God, who sees the 

heart, knows if you are telling the truth?  Remember that God doesnôt 
expect you to be perfect.  But He does expect you to examine your heart, 

and to change your priorities if that is needed.  He deserves and demands 
first place in your life, so make sure that that place is His. 

 
Itôs also good to remember that we arenôt always very good judges of our 

own hearts.  Even David, whom God Himself described as “a man after His 
own heartò (1 Samuel 13:14),ò prayed as we read in Psalm 139:23-24:  
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“Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my 
anxious thoughts; and see if there be any hurtful way in me, and 

lead me in the everlasting way.”  One thing we should learn from his 
words is this: if you want to know who you truly are, ask God to show you.  

Now, as Iôve said many times before, donôt ask God about anything youôre 
not willing to do something about.  Heôs probably not going to waste His 

time giving you directions that He knows you wonôt follow.  But if youôre 
serious about wanting to become all that God expects you to be, and if 

youôre willing to lay aside everything that may get in your way, ask Him, and 
He will show you what to do. 

 
One thought that I hear expressed quite frequently goes something like this: 

ñI canôt do what I used to do.ò  I hear that in many different contexts, and it 

is said by some as a lament, and by others simply as an excuse.  I certainly 
understand the many ways in which the ravages of time diminish our 

abilities to do those things which we once took for granted.  As time passes, 
we no longer have the physical strength we once enjoyed.  Often, we have 

diminished incomes.  But none of this matters as it relates to our 
relationships with God.  Take your financial giving as an example.  If you are 

living on a retirement income, you might well be unable to give to the 
church as you once did.  But do you understand that God doesnôt expect you 

to give the same amount?  God expects you to give a tithe of your income.  
Thatôs 10% of whatever you receive.  So, if your income is just half of what 

it once was (or even less), your tithe is reduced proportionately.  You may 
choose to give over and above a tithe, and God receives and appreciates 

those gifts, but they are not required.  They are simply reflections of your 
love for God. 

 

And money isnôt the only thing that may diminish with the years.  As Iôve 
mentioned, we donôt have the physical strength and endurance that we once 

possessed.  So, people say to me: ñI used to work a lot for the church, but I 
just canôt do it anymore.ò  I understand that.  But the issue isnôt your 

strength, the issue is your time.  Have you ever considered giving God a 
tithe of your time?  And if you are retired, you can probably afford to give 

Him even more than that, as your time is no longer consumed by 
employment, and your family responsibilities have probably diminished.  You 

may not have the strength to work for the church as you once did, but there 
is nothing keeping you from praying  for the church, and that may well be 

more powerful and helpful than the work you once did.  And how much 
physical strength does it take to tell others about Jesus?  And why is it that  
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we can find time for our favorite television programs, but we canôt find time 
to pray?  The answer is simple: television is more important to us ï no 

matter what we may say. 
 

So, where do you find security and pleasure?  Have you found them in a 
deep relationship with God, or are you still seeking for them in the things of 

this world?  Does your time belong to God, or do you spend much more time 
pursuing earthly pleasures?  Consider your life, and with Godôs help make 

those changes that are necessary and appropriate.  When you are called to 
account for your stewardship, youôll be glad you did. 

 
Tom Fowler is pastor of Obetz Christian Church, Obetz, Ohio 
 


